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UI] 03 SEP 2013

Darren Johnson AM
Chair of the London Assembly
Greater London Authority
City Hall
The Queens Walk Date: 29August2Ol3
London SE1 2AA

Dear Mr Johnson

The Mayor’s Policies on Affordable Housing — Revised Early Minor Alterations to the
London Plan

On 3 September 2013 the London Assembly will meet to consider the Mayor of London’s policies
on the affordable rent product as set out in the Revised Early Minor Alterations to the London Plan
(REMA). We are writing to request that the Assembly rejects these alterations, and asks the
Mayor to adopt the changes recommended by the independent Inspector following his examination
into the REMA.

A number of London boroughs have raised concerns about the Mayor’s policy approach to the
affordable rent product, both in joint consultation responses from boroughs (letter dated 31 July
2012) and representations made as part of the Examination. Our central argument was that
affordable housing should continue to be affordable to Londoners on low incomes. We raised
concerns that the Mayor’s approach to the affordable rent product was overly prescriptive and that
individual London Local Authorities should be allowed to set affordable rent policies that meet the
objectively assessed need for affordable housing within their own boroughs. In particular we
argued that (where properly justified) Boroughs should be able to cap affordable rent levels so that
this form of housing remains affordable to local people on low incomes.

The Inspector found entirely in favour of the boroughs. For example, paragraph 18 of his report
states that:

The consortium of 9 London Boroughs provided compelling evidence about the lack of
affordability of homes at 60-80% of market rent for many of their poorest residents. Even if the
pmgramme were to be implemented at a London wide average of 65% of market rent, the product
would put affordable housing out of reach of many low income households.

Paragraph 23 of his report continues that:

The boroughs as local planning authorities should be enabled to meet objectively assessed needs
for affordable housing Such a policy stance would be consistent with the spirit of
localism

At paragraph 28 the Inspector confirms that:

I believe that it would be unduly prescriptive for the London Plan to constrain the Boroughs as to
how meet their own needs.

The Inspector’s recommended changes are set out in full on page 17 of the Inspector’s Report on
the Examination into the REMA. In his non-technical summary the Inspector states that in order for
the REMA to be found sound the Mayor should:
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Omit references preventing the Boroughs from imposing rent caps or criteria for the definition of
affordable housing in their own DPD documents.

Unfortunately the Mayor has decided not to follow the Inspector’s recommendations and has not
removed these references. We believe that he has not fully justified his decision to ignore the
Inspector’s recommendations.

We are committed to working with the Mayor to address London’s housing crisis. However as local
authorities we want to be able to secure homes that meet the housing needs of Londoners on low
incomes and which maintain the diverse social mix of our local communities. The Inspector is
entirely correct when he states that Boroughs are best placed to justify and establish affordable
rent levels for their area, and that it would be within the spirit of localism to allow them to do so.
We therefore ask the Assembly to reject these changes and ask the Mayor to fully implement the
Inspector’s recommendations with regards to affordable housing set out on page 17 of his report.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

Councillor Muhammed Butt, Leader of Brent Council

Councillor Sarah Hayward, Leader of Camden Council

Councillor Doug Taylor, Leader of Enfield Council

Mayor Jules Pipe, Hackney Council

Councillor Catherine West, Leader of lslington Council

Councillor Lib Peck, Leader of Lambeth Council

Councillor Fiona Colley, Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Southwark Council

CC: Andrew Boff — Leader of Conservative Group, London Assembly
Jenny Jones — Leader of Green Group, London Assembly
Len Duvall — Leader of Labour Group, London Assembly
Caroline Pidgeon — Leader of Liberal Democrat Group, London Assembly
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Tel: 020 7364 3648
Fax: 020 7364 5412
Email: ldf@tcwerhanleft.gov.uk

Date: 30 August 2013
Dear Mr Johnson

The Mayors Policies on Affordable Housing — Revised Early Minor Alterations to the
London Plan

The Tower Hamlets Council was part of a consortium of 9 Boroughs who provided evidence at
the Revised Early MThorAlleralions (REMA) to the London Plan Examination in Public (EiP) on
the affordable rent policies in November 2012.

This Council Is extremely concerned that the Mayor of London has ignored the Planning
Inspectors report on the REMA. The report concluded that Local Authorities should be able to
determine their own local affordable rent levels delivered through the planning system in order to
meet their communities’ housing needs.

This Authority shares the Mayor of London’s objectIve to maximise affordable housing delivery.
We recognise the considerable challenges of doing so In the context of recent reductions in
government funding for social housing.

However, we are concerned that the proposed policy approach set out In the REMA will prevent
Tower Hamlets Council and other authorities from meeting our full range of housing needs,
particularly those communities’ in the greatest need.

This letter endorses the comments set out in the letter from lslington, Brent, Camden, Enileld,
Hackney, Southwark and Lambeth Councils. Tower Hamlets asks you to reject the REMA to the
London Plan In Its currenl form at your London Assembly meeting on 3 September 2013.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours sincerely

:yj.
Service Head Planning an Idlng Control

TOWER HAMLETS

0 3 SEY ?i3 LJ Strategic Planning
Planning & Building control
Development & Renewal Directorate

Dan-en Johnson, Assembly Member Mulbeny Place

Chair of the London Assembly - 5 Clove Crescent

Greater London Authority London E14 2BG

City Hall
The Queen’s Walk
London SE1 2M
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